HAMILTON ISLAND
GOLF COURSE
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Thomson Perrett Golf Course Architects

Australia can now lay claim to have a golf course in a World Heritage Marine Park - possibly
a world first. The recently opened Hamilton Island Golf Course on the adjacent Dent Island
proves that, with responsible planning and design, golf has an exciting future in Australia.
The site for the Hamilton Island Course is on Dent Island, approximately one kilometer from
the established tourist resort of Hamilton Island which has its own airport. Dent Island is
approximately 2,500 acres in area and has been unoccupied since its lighthouse became
unmanned. Unlike Hamilton Island which boasts several stunning beaches, Dent Island is a
rugged rocky monolith that initially did not seem naturally conducive to playing golf due to
the extreme slopes of the land.

The major design constraint with the Dent Island site was the lack of flat land suitable for
fairways and in particular for par-5's. This dictated the use of elevated tees with large carries
and the concentration of holes on ridges and in valleys. Side slopes were avoided as the
slopes were too severe and would have required massive earthworks and would have left
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The testing, downhill, 175m par-3 4th Hole has a backdrop which is arguably without peer in Australia.
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The 382m par-4 17th Hole is played from an elevated tee to an uphill fairway to a green the sits in a dell.
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unsightly scars. The resulting routing plan responds
well to the contours. The course is a 6,200m par-71
with four par-3's and only three par-5's which, given
the site’s prevalent wind, is challenging enough.

Designing a course that could be enjoyed by golfers
of all levels was non-negotiable in the design brief,
yet difficult to achieve on such a rugged piece of land.
The owners wanted the course to appeal to the golf
purists as well as tourists, many of whom would not
be accomplished golfers. To overcome this potential
dilemma, it was decided early on not to present
the course with conventional arrangement of tees.
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Instead alternative tees offering differing degrees of
difficulty are available to all players.

Having settled on a workable routing plan, the next
challenge was to get planning permission to build
the course. This proved to be an expensive and drawn
out process that required patiently working through
a raft of issues and solving myriad problems — most of
which were not strictly related to golf.

Being located in a World Heritage Marine Park the
project was never going to get planning permission
without a total commitment to the environment. A
series of Environmental Management Plans (EMP)

were developed and worked through thoroughly with the
appropriate Planning authorities. These addressed issues
such as Coral Reef Protection, Flora and Fauna Protection,
Tree Clearing, Landscaping, Erosion Control, Water
Management, Drainage and Bush Fire Management. A
full-time Environmental Consultant would be required to
monitor and report on the construction process to ensure
that the EMP’s were properly executed.

The construction phase proved to be even more
challenging than the planning and design phase. Being
a rocky island surrounded by a coral reef, the logistics
required to build this course were exceptional. All heavy
equipment and materials required to build the course had
to be barged in at high tides to avoid damaging the reef.
The materials included approximately 60 kilometers of
irrigation pipe, green sand, concrete and turf. An onsite
crushing plant made all the sand required for backfilling
irrigation trenches, all the gravel for green and subsoil
drainage as well as all the gravel and sand for over 11
kilometers of concrete cart paths. The original idea of
importing a sand cap for fairways was abandoned due to
logistical difficulties. Instead we had to carefully manage

The daunting 150m par-3 14th Hole from the "Hoop Pine " back tee is a
hero” hole played over a heavily landscaped ravine that rivals any other

iconic par 3 in the country.
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The narrow approach to the long, downhill, 387m par-4, 15th Hole from the left rough, looking south to the Australian mainland.
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A less-daunting, open, downhill shot is obtained from the two forward tees of
the 14th that require only a small carry over the native vegetation of Grass trees
(Xanthorrhoea Australis).
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The breathtaking downhill, 160m par-3, 16th Hole, allows players to reflect on
the beautiful surroundings.
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Looking back down the 494m par-5, 6th Hole, the green stands out amongst a sea of shadows from surrounding mature trees and rolling fairway shapes.
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The long, downhill, 412m par-4 18th Hole, plays from an elevated tee overlooking Dent Passage and the Hamilton Island resort.

KK THRE18E (440) K412k, EHAWAS. M T IBE S S48 & BANCLR RS E B, The Chris Beckingham designed Club House is ideally perched to catch the sea breezes
and to take in the stunning coral sea and Whitsunday Island views.
Hamilton Island Marina where golfers are transported by a purpose built ferry to a landing facility on Dent Island. w BHR NS0T EREREURE, AHBAINT UZZERRBHARG, F6 The 379m par-4, 9th Hole plays around an existing lake in the middle of the island. Played from an elevated tee to a tree lined fairway.
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the precious topsoil available on site and effectively make topsoil
by screening all excavated material.

Labor was another major constraint as Hamilton Island could
not accommodate the workforce which at times approached
80 personnel. Initially the workforce was ferried to Hamilton
Island from Airlie Beach on the mainland and then transferred by
smaller craft to Dent Island. This proved to be very inefficient so
a worker’s camp was established on Dent Island which at its peak
accommodated 65 personnel. The camp itself required extensive
infrastructure but proved to be invaluable and critical to delivering
the project in a realistic time frame.

Operationally the course demanded an innovative solution to the
logistics of getting golfers seamlessly from Hamilton Island to Dent
Island to play golf, a distance of about 900 meters. From a central
location in the Hamilton Island Harbor, golfers are transported by
a purpose-built boat to a landing facility on Dent, where they are
met and taken to the Clubhouse. The trip is less than 10 minutes
and is a unique way to prepare for golf and a reminder that you

will be playing golf in a marine park.
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Internal view from the Club House looking out across the balcony to the Whitsundays.
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Visitors can catch beautiful views when enjoying food in the Club House
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To get golfers from the 16th green to the 17th tees a cantilevered boardwalk was carefully aligned through large

The view from the fairway of the 537m par- 5, 11th Hole, showing the tricky and daunting approach shot into a well guarded green. This hole is beautifully framed by boulders adding to the overall experience of the 16th Hole.
mature stands of trees and expansive views of the Whitsundays beyond. MEIGHNRIRENTENLREREL T —NERAAMATE, BEAEAEMR, FEKIALEIGHT L
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Expansive views from the balcony south along the coast of Dent
Island and beyond
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180-degree views from the Club House lounge and balcony.
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The trip across from Hamilton Island to Dent Island takes less than 10 minutes,
where golfers are then greeted and transported uphill to the Club House.
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